Meeting between P.E.R.R.O., Alderman Daniel Solis’ Office and the Department of Environment

Meeting Notes from February 2, 2005, 3 p.m. meeting at the D.O.E. Offices, 30 N. LaSalle, Chicago.

Meeting Notes Prepared by Karen Sheets, Maria Chavez and Dorian Breuer

Accurate Meeting Notes:

Request for comments, clarifications and the accuracy of these meeting notes made to Maggie Rice, Brendan Daley and Juan Saldana. Please report any changes, additions and comments on accuracy to Karen Sheets and the notes will be amended until all parties agree on the accuracy of the notes.

Meeting was attended by:

CDOE 

Maggie Rice, Deputy Commissioner

Brendan Daley, Legislative Liaison

Otis Omenazu, Environmental Engineer III

Alderman Solis’s Office

Juan Saldana, Chief of Staff

Pilsen Environmental Rights and Reform Organization (P.E.R.R.O.)


Dorian Breuer

Maria Chavez 
Jose Rodriguez


Karen Sheets 

Summary of Agreed Action Items:

1. For the Department of Environment to complete

a. To review the issues list submitted to DOE on January 31, 2005, indicate which issues DOE can address, which issues are outside of DOE’s jurisdiction and therefore DOE cannot address and a notation as to why the issue is outside of DOE’s jurisdiction, and suggest  appropriate agencies, and a contact within each, for other inquiries. DOE agreed to send the issues list with the above notations to P.E.R.R.O. and Juan Saldana. 

2. Juan Saldana, Solis’ Office

a. Will email representatives of P.E.R.R.O. contacts in the offices of elected officials where H. Kramer is located such as those of State Representatives, State Senate, Congressman and Senators. 

b. Agrees to attend a meeting with P.E.R.R.O. to discuss and plan how to work with those legislators on getting their assistance with the H. Kramer report with various agencies of government.

3. P.E.R.R.O.

a. Agrees to write meeting notes that will be circulated and amended until everyone is satisfied they are accurate.

Notes of the Meeting:
Maggie Rice Makes a Presentation:

Maggie Rice, Deputy Commissioner at CDOE, stated that the H. Kramer Company has been added to a list of sites that DOE will respond to on an emergency basis so that when the City receives a call about H Kramer, the City will immediately refer the complaint to a DOE inspector or engineer for assessment.  The inspector or engineer will then determine whether an immediate inspection is necessary.  If an immediate inspection is not required, DOE will inspect the business next day.  Since H Kramer collects data about its emissions, next-day inspections can reveal valuable information about the cause of a problem.

The best number for citizens to call for complaints of this nature is DOE’s complaint line, 312-744-7672, which is a 24-hour telephone number.  At night and on weekends, operators from Streets & Sanitation, Radio Main, may answer the phone, but they have been instructed to refer complaints about H Kramer to DOE. 

Rice said that because the DOE’s jurisdiction is limited and their main area of action is permitting of process and control equipment, and enforcing ordinances dealing with environmental nuisances, they will not be able to answer all the questions P.E.R.R.O. provided. Maggie Rice estimated that they could answer 90% of the questions at least in part.

List of questions:

DOE agreed to review the issues list submitted to DOE on January 31, 2005, indicate which issues DOE can address, which issues are outside of DOE’s jurisdiction and therefore DOE cannot address, with a notation as to why the issue is outside of DOE’s jurisdiction, and suggest appropriate agencies and contacts for other inquiries. This overall list would be provided in about a week.

DOE stated that some of the questions would need to be partially or fully answered by other departments of government, either local City of Chicago departments like the Department of Health, or state or federal agencies like the Illinois EPA or the Federal EPA. 

DOE has already given a heads up to IEPA and the Chicago Department of Health on P.E.R.R.O.’s concerns and would attempt to provide points of contact at the departments and agencies of government that could better answer the questions that the DOE either could not answer in full or at all.

DOE agreed to try to answer any future question regarding H. Kramer and the production of the report about H. Kramer.  DOE anticipates  it will meet the July 1st, 2005 deadline for completing the report and that DOE will make every effort to produce the report in Spanish and English and make it available at the Lozano Public Library and on the internet.

Concern over a lack of a lead agency for report and Mr. Saldana/Solis’ office role:

P.E.R.R.O. expressed concern that the Department of Environment would not act as a lead agency to gather information from different departments and agencies of government and that without such help in formulating the report that the report, in its final form, may suffer from fragmentation and a lack of cohesion. DOE suggested that it is more important to gather the information from various sources and have it submitted to the community group directly rather than have DOE act as a middleman. This way, DOE will not interpret other Departments’ information. Additionally, DOE indicated a request for information coming from a community organization may get a better response and more precisely address the community’s concerns than a request coming from DOE.

Juan Saldana, representing Alderman Solis’ office, said he would work with P.E.R.R.O. and assist them in coordinating departments and agencies including on the state level. He said the Alderman would write a letter to peer legislators such as State Representative Acevedo and State Senator Munos on behalf of P.E.R.R.O. when and if needed.

Mr. Saldana offered to help get responsiveness from City of Chicago governmental officials’ departments including the Public Health Department and to pass on any contacts at those departments to P.E.R.R.O.

Also, Mr. Saldana offered to have the alderman’s office contact the Kramer Co. regarding having the company implement cosmetic improvements to their building such as tuck pointing on brick, painting, cleaning around area etc.  Saldana also stated that they would work with Kramer to develop a  “give back to the community” relationship in Pilsen.

Karen Sheets will follow up with each of the new contacts and see if there’s anything else they need to get started, and get assurance from them all their allotted questions are answerable and the answers are deliverable by July 1. In the end, there may be three or more reports—one from CDOE, one from IL EPA, and one from CDPH. 

Concern over media coverage:

Ms. Rice, Mr. Daley, and Mr. Saldana expressed their concern about media coverage since they believe our working relationship and the DOE’s duties could possibly be  misinterpreted by the media. Mr. Saldana, Ms. Rice and Mr. Daley said the Department may be agreeable to a press conference organized together when the report is completed in July.

P.E.R.R.O. informed the group that we perceive the media coverage in a positive light since coverage helps us with educating the public about the Kramer Co. pollution issue.  DOE stated that the press coverage is likely to have educational value only if it is complete and accurate.  DOE expressed concerns about false impressions that may have been created by P.E.R.R.O.’s past publicity materials.  

