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Elevated Lead Levels Found in Independent Soil Tests around H. Kramer Foundry in Pilsen

Parents, teachers, and members of the Pilsen community continue to fight for a clean environment

CHICAGO, June 1, 2005 – Independent testing of the soil near the H. Kramer foundry in Pilsen found lead levels to be 2 to 92 times the allowable limit. Eight of the twelve samples taken this March just yards from the foundry, and dangerously near Perez elementary school and Juarez High School, show elevated lead levels. Pilsen residents conducted the testing and Stat Analysis Corp., an EPA-approved lab in Chicago, provided the test results. 

In addition, the residents performed a surface-dust testing from the area around the H. Kramer foundry that showed elevated lead levels as well. “The surface-dust test is particularly troubling,” says Maria Chavez of PERRO. “Dust washes away each time it rains, so any lead found in our tests must have been in the air, near the H. Kramer foundry, within a week of the test.”

“The people of Pilsen deserve to live in an environment free from toxic pollution,” says Leila Cepeda, professional child advocate and lifetime resident of Pilsen who lives and works one block from the H. Kramer foundry. “Just because this is a low income neighborhood, the H. Kramer foundry should not be permitted to poison our community with lead, which EPA data shows can cause brain damage in children under six. ”

Investigations into pollution from the H. Kramer foundry are being performed by four government agencies, including the Chicago Department of the Environment (CDOE), the Department of Public Health’s Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention group, and the state and federal EPA. Reports from the investigations are expected to be delivered to PERRO in early July.

In a referendum that passed by 95% in last November’s election voters were asked to demand that Alderman Daniel Solis (25th Ward) initiate an investigation into the H. Kramer foundry for repeated incidents of contamination of the air in Pilsen.  

A website that analyzes EPA data, Scorecard.org, ranks H. Kramer in the top ten percent of polluters releasing carcinogenic materials in the nation, the 99th highest lead polluter in the nation, and the second worst industrial polluter in Pilsen. According to the site, the plant also emits 3,200+ pounds of airborne lead each year—more than any other facility in Cook County—which is known to cause brain damage in children. H. Kramer is located in a residential area of Pilsen across the street from a school and blocks from a public park.

PERRO is a group of Pilsen residents that formed in 2004 to fight the disproportionate amount of pollution in the lower-income Pilsen neighborhood, particularly the pollution coming from the H. Kramer foundry at 1345–47 W. 21st Street.
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