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January 31, 2005

Brendan Daley
Legislative Liaison
Chicago Department of Environment
30 North LaSalle, Suite 2500
Chicago, Illinois 60602

Dear Brendan,

Please find attached the questions Pilsen residents would like the study of H. Kramer Co. to answer, and requests for information we would like the study to provide. 

Following the questions are additional concerns we have about the final report document’s style, public availability, and translation. 

Dorian, Maria, and I look forward to meeting with you on Feb 2. Thank you in advance for all your work and for helping to resolve this community problem.

Sincerely,

Karen Sheets
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Questions:

· Please briefly describe the production process at H. Kramer and identify the pollutants released at different points in the cycle, so that this information could be used to compare to other plants’ processes. Please list all chemicals/contaminants in the smoke/steam released by the plant. Are these chemicals harmful to human health? Are they harmful to the environment? Do the emissions meet legal regulations? If what is being released is at a legal level, nonetheless, do the emissions pose a significant threat to human health and air/soil quality?

· Residents have seen and videotaped steam/smoke coming out through the brick façade of the H. Kramer Co. building. Does this pose a threat to the environment and health since it implies that emissions are not being completely controlled internally, and also that any measuring devices on the stacks are not quantifying these stray emissions?
· We would like a complete list of past complaints against H. Kramer Co. What is the process for investigating a complaint? What were the outcomes or results of the complaints?

· Where does H. Kramer Co. stand in the context of all companies that cause pollution in Chicago and in the rest of the nation—are the health and environmental risks it poses average or above/below average? What are the lead emissions of a similar company (anywhere in the U.S.) to Kramer that has the same smelting process?

· Are H. Kramer Co. workers subject to dangerous levels of contaminants? Is their work environment safe? What is the history of the health and death rates of company workers?

· Is the EPA following the Environmental Justice mandate with the H. Kramer Co.?

· Who issues permits for H. Kramer and how are they issued?

· What company performs the testing for the Toxic Release Inventories (TRI) for H. Kramer Co. and how do they conduct the testing? 

· Does the EPA verify the reported results for the TRIs?

· Does the company need permission to increase its production volume?

· Are environmental impacts taken into account before they increase their production volume?

· Does the community have the right to challenge the permit? If so, how is this done?

· What are the formulas used to regulate the lead level and other chemical emissions released by H. Kramer Co.? (ex: pounds, tons, etc.) 

· What does the EPA specifically inspect in their routine annual inspections?

· Does the EPA prioritize the major polluters like Kramer for more thorough inspections?
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· What pollution control equipment does Kramer Co. currently use and is the equipment state-of-the-art?

· What is the process by which lead emissions are generated at H. Kramer Co.?

· What amount of lead is allowed to be emitted into the air?

· What recommendations can you make to improve any threats to health and environment caused by the emissions at H. Kramer co.? Is there technology available that can be employed to allow the plant to continue operating without producing harmful emissions? Are there any indirect methods that could also be employed, for example, planting trees to absorb any toxicity? 

· If Chicago receives state/federal funding for companies like H. Kramer to be located here, is there a way to receive concomitant funding to make sure they are operating within the bounds of health and environmental safety?

· Does the city, state, or federal EPA have the responsibility to reduce the allowable emission standards if it is found that the releases have negative health and environmental effects to the surrounding community?

· The Clinton administration put into effect the Environmental Justice Initiative to protect people regardless of race or income from unfair negative environmental impacts. Does the state, city or federal EPA follow this initiative in Pilsen? 

· What strategy will the city Department of Environment propose to rectify the environmentally disproportionate amount of pollution in the Pilsen community? Even if every industrial facility is emitting within the standards, the cumulative effect has been shown to be dangerous. Please report on any unusual clusters of illnesses (such as cancer, asthma, lead exposure, etc.) or health conditions in the surrounding area.

· Is there a limit to the number of companies that are allowed to operate and pollute in the Pilsen area? Because it is a “primary objective” of Alderman Solis (25th ward) to make Pilsen’s 1,000-acre TIF District/industrial corridor “attractive and affordable for industrial relocation,” are there commensurate regulations in place, higher than areas of the city that differ from Pilsen in this regard, in order to ensure the safety and health concerns an industrial corridor poses to nearby residents and the land itself?

For quote, see “Alderman Solis’ Biography on the City of Chicago Web site at http://egov.cityofchicago.org/city/webportal/portalContentItemAction.do?BV_SessionID=@@@@0012256413.1105993157@@@@&BV_EngineID=cccdadddhlihmmlcefecelldffhdfhg.0&contentOID=536898121&contenTypeName=COC_EDITORIAL&topChannelName=HomePage.
· Because Kramer Co. is under investigation, can and will the city, state, or federal EPA monitor the company more closely regarding the emissions they claim to release? As things stand the Kramer Co. self-regulates unless someone captures the pollution on tape or picture or makes a complaint. Could a temporary 24-hour camera and field ambient testing in and outside the plant be instituted?
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General concerns about the report:


· Report should be written using both detailed technical terms and summary laymen’s terms, in order to make it a document that can be a reference for media, local organizations, and follow up, as well as generally informational for residents. 

· Report should be translated to Spanish, since the majority of the people impacted are Spanish-speaking.

· Report should be easily accessible to the public at the Rudy Lozano Public Library (1805 S. Loomis) and online in PDF format.

· Please notify Karen Sheets, Maria Chavez, or Dorian Breuer when the study has been completed.

