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Pilsen and Little Village Speak Up on Coal-Fired Power 

Residents demand elected officials clean up Chicago’s dirtiest air

On Monday, February 13, there will be a public hearing about the emissions of the two coal-burning power plants in Chicago, Fisk Generating Station (1111 W. Cermak) and Crawford Generating Station (3501 S. Pulaski). Both facilities are owned by Midwest Generation and supply electricity to ComEd. According to the EPA, these two plants emit thousands of pounds of toxics each year. Their most recent data from 2003 show they emitted: 

· 269 lbs of mercury, which causes brain damage;

· 17,765 tons of sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxide (2004 numbers) that cause ozone and acid rain; and

· 260,000 lbs of particulate matter (soot) that contributes to asthma.

At greatest risk from this pollution are the residents of the largely Latino neighborhoods of Pilsen and Little Village, where the plants are located. The Clean Power Coalition considers this an environmental injustice concern because of the disproportionate amount of pollution falls on a densely populated area of low-income minority residents.

According to a 2000 Harvard University study, Crawford and Fisk together are responsible for more than 40 premature deaths, 550 emergency room visits and 2,800 asthma attacks each year. Asthma is the leading cause of child absenteeism from school. Schools, families, and local businesses are all losing money because of the presence of these coal power plants in our community.

Leila Cepeda has lived in Pilsen for decades just blocks from the Fisk plant and runs a school in the community. "I feel that we have a right to breathe clean air, it's as simple as that." Leila says that members of her family suffer from asthma and other ailments.

Despite these facts, Crawford and Fisk are not required to use modern pollution control technology. The two plants operate with decades-old pollution control systems and their emissions, which are much higher than modern facilities, have been grandfathered in. They produce dirtier emissions than are specified for new plants by the Clean Air Act of 1977, and combined, make the lower west side of Chicago one of the dirtiest areas of the city. They also contribute to Chicago’s air quality falling below federal standards.


Three key opportunities for residents in Chicago to shape policy on this issue will be discussed:

· Mercury Rules: Governor Blagojevich, through Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA), is currently writing rules that will curb the emissions of mercury

· Clean Air Interstate Rules (CAIR) rules: the IEPA is also writing rules that will curb noxious sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxide

· Chicago Clean Power Ordinance: a proposed Chicago Ordinance that would require a clean up of emissions from Fisk and Crawford by at least 66%.

Public officials invited to this event include: State Senator Martin Sandoval (12th District), State Senator Tony Muñoz (1st District), State Representative Ed Acevedo, Alderman Daniel Solis (25th Ward), Alderman George Cardenas (12th Ward), and Alderman Ricardo Muñoz (22nd Ward).  ###

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Clean Power Coalition includes: American Lung Association of Metropolitan Chicago, Illinois Environmental Council, Illinois Public Interest Research Group, Little Village Environmental Justice Organization, Pilsen/Southwest Side local of the Green Party, and the Sierra Club.
