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March 24, 2006

Dear Attorney General Madigan: 

As the Chicago Clean Power Coalition, we are writing to thank you for your leadership on efforts to reduce power plant pollution.  Specifically, we greatly appreciate your efforts in investigating opacity violations of Illinois coal-fired power plants and in calling for comprehensive and enforceable Title V permits for facilities such as the Crawford and Fisk power plants in Chicago.  Your efforts have laid the groundwork for litigation to provide solutions to excessive emissions and we encourage you to continue exercising legal options to protect residents of Illinois who live next to and downwind from these large polluting facilities.

Last year, the Chicago Tribune reported that since 2001 power plants owned by Midwest Generation inflicted over 7,600 opacity violations on communities adjacent to their power plants.  Surprisingly, after years of effort there is still no language in the Title V air pollution permits requiring the company to take corrective action to comply with opacity regulations. Furthermore, we still do not believe that the Crawford and Fisk plants have complied with New Source Review requirements. We are disappointed that the Illinois EPA has not initiated enforcement actions to address opacity problems at the plants, required compliance schedules to fix problems causing the excessive opacity, or actively investigated the contention that actions taken at the power plants would appear to violate NSR provisions.  

The Crawford and Fisk power plants are the two largest sources of particulate-forming air pollution in Chicago and contribute to the area exceeding federal health standards for particle pollution.  Chicago is still known as the asthma epicenter of the nation. The asthma hospitalization rate is nearly double the national average, and in some Chicago neighborhoods, over 25% of children under the age of twelve suffer from asthma. Furthermore, asthma is the number one cause of school absenteeism due to a chronic illness among children.  In addition, fine particle pollution has also been tied to increased risk of lung cancer, strokes and heart attacks.

Although mandatory Illinois regulations have finally forced some nitrogen oxide reductions at the Chicago plants, sulfur dioxide emissions at both plants have risen every single year from 2001-2004.  These particle forming pollutants from the two plants alone have been linked to over 40 deaths, 550 emergency room visits, and 2,800 asthma attacks annually, according to researchers at the Harvard School of Public Health.  New federal pollution rules that rely on trading will also not guarantee pollution reductions at the power plants in Chicago.

Over the last several months, in the face of growing scientific evidence of the danger particulate matter poses to public health, U.S. EPA has finally been forced to consider new federal health standards for particulate matter.  Inexplicably, EPA chose to ignore the advice of its own Agency scientists as well as its Clean Air Scientific Advisory and Children’s Health Protection Advisory Committees; both advocated for tighter fine particle health standards than those recently proposed by the Agency.  We appreciate comments by your office to EPA at a March 8 hearing in Chicago, stating that national clean air health standards must be based on the best possible science, and must protect public health with an adequate margin of safety. 

The dangers of particulate matter are frighteningly clear.  We also know the Chicago area fails to meet fine particle health standards that even the federal EPA grudgingly admits are not sufficient to protect public health.  Ensuring that 1950’s era coal-fired power plants are complying with applicable laws and regulations can help minimize the danger to public health.  Thank you for championing the cause of better air quality for Illinois residents and helping to protect the health of our communities. 
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